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THE PAROLE SYSTEM 
The Paeole System. 

There is practically world-wide agreement as to the wisdom, 
humanity and protective value of the parole system, whether as a 
part of the indeterminate sentence or as a modification of the tradi- 
tional penalty. There is, of course, a strong reaxitionary party 
opposed to the very principle of the parole system, and this party 
is by no means inactive. Its arguments are made somewhat more 
plausible because of certain manifest defects in the administration 
of the parole system. These defects relate partly to the constitu- 
tion of the parole board which administers the law, and partly to 
the measures employed and the agents intrusted with the respon- 
sibility. It will be remembered that the Eighth Annual Prison Con- 
gress at Washington recently favored the principle of the indeter- 
minate sentence, but passed a very strong resolution relating to 
the constitution of the board of control which is to administer con- 
ditional release. They said that this body should "be so constituted 
as to exclude all outside influence, and should consist of a commission 
made up of at least one representative of the magistracy, at least 
one representative of the prison administration, and at least one 
representative of medical science." These requirements will bear 
study, and the method would doubtless be found efficient in practice. 

Just now perhaps the most vitally important requirement in 
our parole system is the appointment of a larger number of parole 
officers. The paroled men are either wicked or weak, or both. They 
are just as much under the sentence of the court as if they were 
within the prison walls, and their own reformation as well as the 
public security of life and property demand that there should be 
at least one parole officer for every fifty persons out on conditional 
release. These men, after a long period in prison, require a gradual 
adjustment to the atmosphere of liberty. Men who are working 
in compressed air at high pressure suffer greatly, and sometimes 
are even killed by too sudden transition to the ordinary atmospheric 
pressure, and therefore thej' are put through what is called a "hos- 
pital lock," in which they gradually become adjusted to the regular 
pressure. So also men who come from the strain of prison into 
an entirely different world should be put through the hospital lock 
of state watch care. The enemies of the parole system catch at 
the occasional instances of paroled men who are guilty of burglary, 
and even murder, and who are in bad associations without a regular 
industry at a time when the board of parole is receiving regular 
reports on the regular form with counterfeit signatures. This sort 
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FINGER-PRINT EVIDENCE 

of supervision is tragically wrong, and public opinion will either 
insist upon a more careful administration of the system or its aboli- 
tion. Abolition would mean a return to the medieval principle of 
the fixed sentence without a period of preparation for entire liberty. 
Therefore the friends of the different methods must work together 
and vigorously for the steady improvement of the administration 
of the system. C. R. H. 

Conviction of Muedee on Fingee-Peint Evidence. 

A negro was convicted of murder recently in Chicago on prac- 
tically the evidence furnished by his finger prints alone. The de- 
ceased was shot by a burglar, who entered his house at night, appar- 
ently through a rear window, and on a freshly painted porch railing 
below were finger prints, presumably of the intruder. A comparison 
of these finger prints taken of the defendant was relied on to identify 
him as the murderer. Doubt has been expressed as to the sufficiency 
of such evidence to remove a reasonable doubt as to identification. 
Footprints and shoeprints have frequently been compared with the 
foot or shoe of a person to show identity; but in the case of finger 
prints the comparison is so much a matter of skill that it must be 
made by experts. 

It is thought that the epidermic ridges of the fingers and palms, 
as well as the soles of the feet, are a survival of the pads or perma- 
nent callosities of the mammalian paw which bear the weight in 
walking. In the typical paw there are five pads at the ends of the 
digits and five on the surface of the palm or sole. In monkeys, where 
the habit of climbing instead of walking makes requisite a delicate 
organ of touch, the pads have flattened and their hard covering 
replaced by a soft epidermis, whose lines and ridges show the posi- 
tions of the pads by scroll and whorl patterns. In man, the arrange- 
ment of these ridges has become of secondary importance ; a standard 
form is no longer maintained, and individual variation has enor- 
mously increased. It is this high degree of individual variation 
which is important from the standpoint of identification. It is, 
practically speaking, infinite. Not less important is the fact that 
the patterns are formed in the embryo, and from the sixth month 
of uterine life remain unchanged until the destruction of the bodily 
tissues. 

A system of classification of the digital ridges was first devised 
by Galton, and has been elaborated by many workers, notably the 
Argentine, Vucetich. In some form dactyloscopy, so cadled, has 
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